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TEXT-BOOKS 
A Source Book of Mediaeval History. Documents Illustrative of 
European Life and Institutions from the German Invasion to 
the Renaissance. Edited by Frederic Austin Ogg, M.A., 
Assistant in History in Harvard University and Instructor in 
Simmons College. (New York: American Book Company. 
1908. Pp. 504.) 

The editor of this collection of documents has sought to produce a 
source-book for medieval history " clearly adapted to practical condi- 
tions of work " in elementary college classes, academies and prepara- 
tory schools, and the more advanced years of the average high school. 
Further, he has tried to attain his object by giving the book several dis- 
tinctive features. 

Some of these features relate to the choice of extracts. " In all cases 
the materials presented should be of real value " ; accordingly few pieces 
appear that are not already accessible in other collections, but those 
deemed most significant are brought together between two covers. " For 
the sake of younger students, a relatively large proportion of narrative 
. . . should be introduced " ; so strictly documentary matter is subor- 
dinated. " Despite this principle, documents of vital importance . . . 
should be presented with some fulness"; hence parts of such pieces as 
the Benedictine Rule, the Great Charter and the Golden Bull are in- 
cluded. " In general, the rule should be to give longer passages from 
fewer sources, rather than more fragmentary ones from a wider range " ; 
so the writings and documents drawn upon number less than a hun- 
dred. 

Other distinctive features aimed at relate to the manner of present- 
ing the selections. Since literal translations of medieval writings " are 
as a rule positively repellent to the young mind ", the translations given 
here are put in language as simple and modern " as close adherence to the 
sense will permit ". Also, much labor has evidently been given " to pro- 
vide each selection, or group of selections, with an introductory expla- 
nation, containing the historical setting of the extract, with perhaps some 
comment on its general significance, and also a brief sketch of the 
writer ". It is unfortunate — to the reviewer's mind — that these intro- 
ductions are like an encyclopedia ; too uniformly they have the air rather 
of giving information than of setting forth conditions and circumstances 
that presented a problem. Finally, there are numerous foot-notes, giving 
"somewhat detailed aid to the understanding of obscure allusions, omitted 
passages, and especially place names and technical terms ". 

Thus this new source-book has characteristics which distinguish it 
from other available collections. Besides, in scholarship it compares 
favorably with the best among the others — not always accurate, but as a 
rule reasonably trustworthy. All told, it should prove a useful addition 
to our apparatus for the teaching of history. 

E. W. Dow. 



